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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 - 20 (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A method of paying for calls and services in a 
telecommunications network that comprisos utilizing an Intelligent Network (IN) a 
charging controller, tho charging control l er inc l uding and a us e r account voucher 
database having voucher records us e r accounts that arc used by tho charg i ng controller 
to apply pr e p ai d charges and various us o r s o rv i c o s charg o s, the method comprising the 
steps o f th e us e r : 

recording a value of a purchased voucher in the voucher database, wherein 

actual credit on the purchased voucher is predefined in the voucher database: 

a user using only a voucher identifier and a voucher secret code for accessing 

the voucher related credit in a voucher record in the voucher database: 

the user, during a call, accessing an IN loading service through a user interface 

operationally connected to the IN, for 

decreasing the value of the voucher record by a reguested amount and 
adding the reguested amount to an account associated with the user: and 
applying charges for the calls and services to the user account- 
purchas i ng a vouch e r or cash instrum e nt assoc i ated w i th an amount i n a voucher 

record in a vouchor databas e , the vouchor or cash i nstrument having an i dentifier and a 

s e cr e t code; 

utilizing tho id e nt i f ie r and th e s e cr e t codo to access the vouchor record i n tho 
voucher database; and 

transf e rring a sp e c i fied amount from the vouchor r e cord i n tho voucher database 
to a usor account in the user account database, whoro i n th o ch a rging contro l l e r i G 
adapt e d for app l ying usor chargos to tho usor account i n tho usor account database. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein prepaid calls 
and services are charged to the user account, the user account defining the balance in 
the account in terms of pulses, tho id o nt i f i or and tho socrot oodo is indopondont of any 
association with the user. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein the user 
accesses the voucher record according to the user's A-number. 

tho voucher r e cord i n th e vouch e r database comprises a first f iel d for an id e nt i f ie r 
of tho vouchor or cash i nstrument, a s e cond f i e l d for tho socrot codo, a th i rd fiold for tho 
amount of tho vouchor or cash instrument and a fourth fi o ld for block i ng tho vouchor or 
cash instrum e nt . 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 [[23]], further 
comprising the step of 

utilizing [[a]] the loading service for transferring all or part of the amount in [[of]] 
tho voucher or cash instrum e nt from th e third f i e l d of the voucher record i n the vouch e r 
database to a mon e tary fi el d i n a user record i n to the user account, database wh e r e in 
tho usor record comprisos a plura li ty of fi el ds including a us o r i dent i fier f iol d and tho 
mon e tary field. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the amount of 
the voucher in or cash i nstrument i n th o third fi e ld of the voucher record i n th o vouchor 
databas e to is used only for transferring money from a monetary field in the voucher 
record to: 

the monetary field in the user record in the user account database, or 
the monetary field in a prepaid calling card user record in the user account 
database^-^ef 

tho monetary fio l d in a reoord assoc i ated with any usor that provides tho vouchor 
i dent i f ie r and the voucher secr e t code . 
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26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, further comprising the 
step of utilizing the voucher blocking field to block transferring a specified amount from 
the voucher record i n th e vouch e r databas e to the user account . 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein the user 
account databas e records and the voucher database records are in a common 
comb i nod i nto ono database. 

28 - 35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A node in a telecommunication network that is 
coupled with an Intelligent Network (IN), the node comprising: 

a voucher database for recording a value of a purchased voucher or similar in a 
voucher record wherein actual credit on the purchased voucher is predefined in the 
voucher database; 

means for using received identifying information associated with the purchased 
voucher or similar for allowing access to the voucher record; 

accessing means connected to the IN through a user interface for accessing an 
IN loading service for 

decreasing a reouested amount from the voucher record and 
adding the reguested amount to a user account; and 

a charging means for applying charges to the user account for calls and services. 

a charg i ng controller for apply i ng prepa i d charg e s and var i ous us e r serv i c e 
charges to user accounts in a us e r account databas e : 

a vouch e r databas e for rece i v i ng and stor i ng an amount of a vouch e r or cash 
instrum e nt, an i d e ntif ie r and a secret cod e b e ing assoc i at e d with the vouch e r or cash 
i nstrum e nt; 

moans for accoss i ng a voucher record in th e vouch e r databas e ; and 
a load i ng s e rvice for transferr i ng a sp e c i f ie d amount from th e vouch e r r e cord in 
th o vouch o r database to a usor account in tho usor database. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The node of claim 36, wherein a Service 
Control Point in the IN monitors calls and applies charges to the user account for 
covered calls or services, th e i d e nt i f ie r and the secret cod e ar e i nd e p e nd e nt of any 
association w i th th e us e r . 

38. (Currently Amended) The node of claim 36, wherein user account 
identifying means used with the voucher database and the voucher records is the user's 
A-number.. 

wh o roin the r e cord i n the vouch e r databas e compr i s e s a f i rst fi el d for th e 
i dent i fi e r of th o vouchor or cash instrument, a socond fio l d for the socrot codo, a third 
fie l d for tho amount of th e vouch e r or cash i nstrument and a fourth fi e ld for block i ng th e 
vouch e r or cash instrument. 

39. (Currently Amended) The node of claim 36 [[38]], further comprising 
means in the loading service for transferring all or part of the amount in the 

voucher record to the user account. 

of the vouchor or cash i nstrument in th o third f i e l d of the vouchor record i n th e 
vouch e r databas e to a monetary f iel d i n a usor r e cord in th e us e r account databas e , 
whoroin tho usor record comprises a plural i ty of fiolds inc l ud i ng a usor id o ntif i or f i eld, 
tho monetary fiold and a persona l idont i ficat i on number (P I N) fi eld. 

40. (Currently Amended) The node of claim 39, wherein the amount of 
tho vouchor or cash instrumont in tho third fi o ld of tho vouch e r record in th o vouchor 
databas e is used only for transf e rring mon e y to: means in the loading service for 
transferring further comprises means for transferring money from a monetary field in the 
voucher record to 

the monetary field in the user record in the user account database, or 
the monetary field in a prepaid calling card user record in the user account 
databaser-ef 
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th e monetary fiold in a rocord assoc i atod w i th any usor that providoo tho vouchor 
number and the voucher secr e t oodo. 

when tho third fi e ld of th e vouch e r record in th e vouch e r databas e is e mpty, tho 
vouch o r rocord is marked as usod. 

41. (Previously Presented) The node of claim 36, wherein the user 
account database and the voucher database are combined into one database. 

42. (New) In a telecommunications network comprising an intelligent network, 
a method of paying calls and services, wherein the intelligent network comprises user 
accounts for individual users of the telecommunications network and the user accounts 
enable prepaid calls and access to services for the users, the method comprising: 

the user purchasing a voucher, or similar, wherein the voucher or similar is 
associated with a record in a database coupled with the intelligent network and the 
value of the voucher represents a balance in the record; 

loading a user requested amount of balance during an ongoing call into a user 
account from the record in the database, the loading accomplished by means of a user 
interface and a loading service of the intelligent network, the loading comprising the 
steps of: 

decreasing the balance in the record in the database by the requested 

amount; 

adding the requested amount to the user account; and 
applying charges for the calls and services to the user account. 

43. (New) The method of claim 42, wherein the balance of the user accounts 
is defined in pulses, with an amount of pulses corresponding to the requested amount of 
balance loaded into the user account from the record in the database. 
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44. (New) The method of claim 42, wherein the loading request is 
accomplished by a mobile station. 

45. (New) The method of claim 42, wherein the user is prompted to load more 
balance by announcements to the user via the user interface. 

46. (New) The method of claim 42, further comprising the steps of: 
identifying the user request according to the user's A-number; 
receiving an identifier and a secret code associated with the voucher; 
sending the amount to be loaded to the loading service; and 

sending an announcement to the user interface that the request has been 
accomplished and notification of the new balance in the user account. 

47. (New) The method of claim 46, wherein the announcement to the user is 
sent as a text message or as a voice message. 

48. (New) The method of claim 42, further comprising the steps of: 

setting a time limit for expiration of the validity of the balance of the voucher; and 
deleting expired vouchers from the record in the database. 
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